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forest types: Montane evergreen broad— leaved forest, above 900 m; and hilly evergreen broad
—leaved forest, below 390 ~900 m. The secondary forest resulted from the disturbances of hu-
man beings are different in floristic composition and diversity from those of the intact forest.
The differences varied with the disturbance history and successional age. The relic forest are less
degraded. The secondary forest on the cut over are seriously degraded in floristics and biodiver-
sity. The degradation status of the secondary forest on selective cutting lies between the above
two types. The rehabilitation of natural forest also related to the existence of plant propogules of
native forest. As compared with the Hong Kong area where the original forest was cleared long
before and the soil were seriously degraded, the natural succession of Tianjingshan is relatively

fast because there are a small areas of the original forest and the soils of secondary forest are less

degraded.

Key words  Forest restoration; floristic diversity; Tianjingshan; detrended correspondence
analysis (DCA); two-way indicator species analysis (TWINSPAN)
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A STUDY ON THE FLORA OF RAOPING, GUANGDONG PROVINCE

Wang Yuehua Wu Wanchun
(College of Biotechinque South China Agric. Univ., Guangzhow 510642)

Abstract

This paper presents a detailed analysis of the floristic characteristics and phy togeographic com-
position of Raoping flora. The characteristic families of Raoping flora are the dominant families
of South China flora, such as Lauraceae, Fagaceae, Theaceae, Myrsinaceae, Moraceae, Rubi-
aceae, etc. Most of the floristic elements are tropical-subtropical elements and this evidently
represents the flora’ s transitional character between tropical and subtropical floras. There are
some temperate elementsin the flora. Compared with some neighbouring floras, it is shown that
the flora of Raoping is closely related to the flora of South China. The flora should be put into
Austro— Catheysia belonging to Paleotropical Kingdom. The author also supports the theory of
Cathaysian flora.
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